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‘Bulgarian Held

{ In "81 Attempt,
ToKillthe Pope':
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{ .. ByHENRYERAMM
H ", Spacialto The New York Times ¢ :

' ROME, Nov. 25— An einployee of the |2
.Bulgarian national airline:and tourist: | 3

office..was arrested- here today- and”

charged with complicity in the attempt. |
on the life of Pope John Paul 1 last-
year nLee TR AR

An official police spokesman told |

|Ansa, the pational news agency, that
the suspect was believed to have more
than just a remote connection with the.
‘case and was accused of being a very
active accomplice of Mehmet Ali Agca,
the Turk who shot the Pope on May 13;.

1881, Attemprts to get: further.detail {4

‘from official
‘M. - (:i;i_:."i- « hRTeE S T it
! The arrest was made at the office of
the Balkan Airtines and Tourist Organi-
branch of the police. The suspect was
identified as Serge lvanov Antonov, 35,

e

years aid, who bas lived here for. four’
years, - T R R GNP A A ¢
Mr. Agca, the Pope’s. assailant, is |

serving & life sentence. He.has repeat-
edly asserted that he acted alone. How-1
ever, two other Turks have been ar-
rested on suspicion of complicity.

Balkan Airlines, for which Mr. Anto-]

ian Government, and in many countries
employees of Soviet-bloc airlines have
been arrested or expelled as secret po-
lice agents. Mr. Antonov, as an-em-

: ajrplanes at Rome’s Leonardo
da Vinci airport without baving to go
through passport controls., ™ "y, . ..

NEW YORK TIMES
26 November 1982
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" viclation of Italian law or international

"" porms of conduct.

The criticized Italy for not

cial’s arrest and.denounced reports

. linking him to the attempt on the Pope’s

life as *il-intentioped inventions.” It
" declared that Bulgaria maintained
goodrehﬁomwithlquandtbeviﬂ-

O 2,?'\-:;, ,K— -

: informing it of the ground for the offl- |
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. Serge lvanov Antonov-after he was H
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